English I Pre-AP Policies and Procedures




       
            2015-2016
Christine Lawless, Instructor
  (512) 841-2006      christine.lawless@austinisd.org      ahsenglish1.weebly.com
Tutoring Hours:  Tues/Thurs 4:15 – 4:45 p.m. ; Wednesday Lunch

and by appointment as needed
“That there should be one man die ignorant who had a capacity for knowledge, this I call a tragedy”

- Thomas Carlyle
Literature Focus:  (in order of teaching)





· Required summer reading selection (Into the Wild, I am Malala, Fist Stick Knife Gun, or The Glass Castle; individual copy needed)
· The Omnivore’s Dilemma (Young Reader’s Edition) – Michael Pollan (individual copy needed)


· Romeo & Juliet – William Shakespeare (teacher provided)







· the Odyssey – Homer (teacher provided)
· Lord of the Flies – William Golding (individual copy needed)




· Selected short stories, poetry, nonfiction throughout the year

Materials Required:  You must have the following in class each day:
· three-ring binder, including all necessary handouts (or a section of a larger binder); one set of five dividers

· blue or black pen, pencil, and paper

· 1 composition book (please purchase as soon as possible)
· one glue stick
· one four-pack of highlighters (yellow, blue, green, and orange or pink) for annotations

· your own copies of the novels we are studying – see above. We will remind students to purchase these titles at least two weeks in advance, but I would suggest purchasing the books now. 
***  Many of the supplies listed above can be purchased at the student store located across from the cafeteria.
Procedures:
· Be punctual to class

· Come to class prepared and ready to participate

· Complete and turn in all assignments by the posted due dates

· Be respectful to peers, teacher(s) and class visitors at all times

Vocabulary Focus:





Writing Focus:
· First semester - Roots and word parts


Analytical – literary analysis
· Second semester – SAT vocabulary



Expository writing
Creative writing through journaling
Grading Policy: Grades will be averaged according to particular levels. 

· Level 1 = Daily grades such as pop quizzes, classwork, homework

· Level 2 = Scheduled quizzes, extended daily or homework assignments, participation
· Level 3 = Major grades such as essays, exams, and projects

Participation:
You earn a participation grade in a variety of ways: primarily through completing in-class and homework assignments in a timely manner, but also by sharing your thoughts during class discussions, reading a piece of your writing, etc. We keep track of participation points in the gradebook, and they average together as a Level II grade (counts twice). 
RAW Book (Reading and Writing Book):

Your RAW book is a culmination of daily writing and reflection (both in class and outside of class).  The grade you earn will strongly impact your average.  Therefore, any entries you miss due to an absence must be completed prior to the due date.  
Make-Up Work:

· Whenever possible, you are responsible for contacting a classmate and checking my website if you are absent to get any missed assignment to avoid falling behind.  I encourage you to communicate with me via email, before or after school, or by appointment to receive help with an assignment.
· If you are absent the day a daily assignment is due, the assignment must be turned in the day you return to school regardless of if your class meets that day in order to avoid a late penalty.  
· Any assignments given while you are absent must be turned in within the time originally missed to avoid a late penalty.  
· Pre-arrange all make-up quizzes/exams with me.  If you do not make up the quiz/exam, the grade on the missing quiz or exam remains a zero.  Be responsible!
· Because essays and major assignments are assigned at least two weeks in advance, the assignment is due on the assigned due date during your class period, regardless of your presence in class. You may email the assignment. It is your responsibility to make arrangements to have a friend, parent, or sibling submit your assignment for you to avoid the late penalty.  
· All essays must be typed and submitted to www.turnitin.com by the assigned due date before the work will be assessed unless otherwise instructed by the teacher.  I will not score an essay that has not been submitted to the plagiarism website.
· A school field trip or school-related excused absence does not excuse you from work that is due or assigned in class, including SSR time.   It is your responsibility to turn in any work due, to pick up any work you will miss, and to prepare to take any scheduled quiz or exam before leaving for the absence unless I specify otherwise.  
Late Work:

· Student may submit assignments up to 4 days after original due date with a 10 pt penalty per day late.

· After 4 days a student may earn up to a 50 for completion of assignment or alternative assignment comparable to original assignment, in the classroom with teacher.  This assignment must be completed no later than 1 week prior to the last day of the grading period.
· Annotation checks are unannounced and are not accepted late.  You are expected to bring your novel or text to class every day.

· Assignments that are stamped for completion and that are required for our in-class activities (drafts of essays, assignments for group work) will not receive a late stamp.  Homework assignments should be completed by the time class begins.

Retesting:

· A student has the opportunity to become eligible for retesting on major grades (Level III only) where he/she scores a 74% or below on the original assessment.  A student may only earn the opportunity to retest on a major grade by attending tutorials with the teacher to get help on the concept or content.  Once the student attends the tutorial(s), he/she may retest/retake for up to a new score for the assessment of 75% of the total possible points.  A student must attend the tutorial and complete the retesting within one week of receiving the grade for the assessment.
Electronics Policy:
· The use of your cell phone, IPod, IPad, etc., is only allowed at MY discretion.  Do not assume it is okay to use your device in my room; I will let you know when you may use it.  The use of an electronic device during an exam is prohibited unless I tell you otherwise.   Please remove your ear buds/ headphones when you enter my room.
“Remind” Messaging

I encourage students to sign up for “Remind” – a free one-way messaging system. Students and parents can sign up to receive reminders for English I in two ways:

· Free phone “Remind ” App. Enter the class code @74193
· Text Message. Send a text to this number: 81010 with this message: @ 74193



(if texting 81010 does not work, try (512) 843-0257)
