“Shame” Annotation Steps


“Shame” is an excellent example of a memoir, particularly from a stylistic perspective.  Follow the steps below to identify and understand the value of the author’s choices.

1) Comment marginally on the five examples of diction you circled, considering these questions:  (1) What connotations do you glean from specific word choices?  (2) What conflicts or connections (similarities) do you understand through specific word choices? (3) What significance (regarding character, event, etc.) do you understand through specific word choices?  Hint:  In general, marginal comments will take the form of a phrase such as: “conveys ________”, “shows _________”, “suggests _________”, “fitting because _________”, or “significant because _________.”]

2) Highlight evidence of at least two examples of detail.  In the margin, write a note indicating the value of each of the details.  

3) In another color, highlight one sentence that demonstrates effective syntax (sentence structure).  In the margin, write a note indicating what the use of that syntactical structure adds to the memoir.
4) In a third color, highlight the sentence(s) that most directly help you understand the theme (lesson) of the memoir.  
5) Bracket a chunk of lines that you find to be particularly interesting, moving, and/or important.  In the margin, write notes indicating why you marked the passage.
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