Name: ______________________________________  Per: ____
 Due: ___________________
“Scarlet Ibis” Analysis Questions
I. SETTING
1. What is the setting of the opening paragraph(s)? ___________________________________________

2. List at least 3 specific IMAGES or DETAILS the author uses to describe the opening setting. These should be written as exact lines from the text. Example: “rotting brown magnolia petals (1). 
a. ___________________________________________________________________________________

b. ___________________________________________________________________________________

c. ___________________________________________________________________________________
3. What does the author want the reader to feel with the details and imagery in # 2? ________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

4. What can the reader infer about the story or the author based on these paragraphs (remember- an inference is NOT stated in the passage- it is a conclusion drawn based on the evidence)
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. What is a second important or significant setting in the story? ________________________________
6. List at least 3 specific IMAGES or DETAILS the author uses to describe this setting. Provide text evidence. Example: “rotting brown magnolia petals (1). 

a. ___________________________________________________________________________________

b. ___________________________________________________________________________________

c. ___________________________________________________________________________________

7. What does the author want the reader to feel with these details and the imagery? _______________
_____________________________________________________________________________________

8. What can the reader infer about the story or the author based on these paragraphs (remember- an inference is NOT stated in the passage- it is a conclusion drawn based on the evidence)
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

II. Character Development

9. Who is the narrator?  __________________________

How old (in general) is the narrator when he tells the story?  ____________________________
How old (in general) is the narrator when the actual story takes place?  ____________________

10. How does the narrator help you to get to know him? What details does he provide about himself, his emotions, motivations, etc. ?  Provide text evidence (exact text with quotations and page number).
a. ___________________________________________________________________________

b. ___________________________________________________________________________

c. ___________________________________________________________________________
11. What can the reader infer about the narrator based on the information above?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
12. How does the author help you know Doodle? What details does he provide about Doodle, his emotions, motivations, etc.  Provide text evidence (cite with quotations and page #).
a. ___________________________________________________________________________

b. ___________________________________________________________________________

c. ___________________________________________________________________________

13. What can the reader infer about Doodle based on the information above?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

III. Analysis Questions

14. A dynamic character is one who changes by the end of the story. He learns something important that changes him and gives him insight. A static character stays the same.  Is the narrator a dynamic or static character?  Support your answer with evidence from the story (cite with quotations and page #).
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
15. Why does the narrator cry when everyone congratulates him for teaching Doodle to walk?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
16. How is Doodle similar to the Scarlet Ibis?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
17. The last sentence of the story reads “For a long time, it seemed forever, I lay there crying, sheltering my fallen scarlet ibis from the heresy of rain.” Why is the phrase “heresy of rain” important?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Terms List


SETTING: The time and place of the story’s events


IMAGERY: Descriptive language that appeals to our five senses – sight, sound, touch, taste, and smell


DETAIL: Specific facts and observations used to describe or develop a topic. Details focus the reader’s attention on certain important objects or ideas.








