Name:  _________________________________________
Period:  _______   
    Writing a Memoir
Final Product:

A personal memoir, or written snapshot, about a significant moment in your life.  The memoir should be engaging for readers and should, at the same time, express something significant about you.  This assignment gives you the opportunity to present yourself and mentally relive the action, see its setting and its characters, hear the conversations, feel the emotions you lived. You may voice your story in a serious, funny, or satirical tone; you decide how you want the reader to interpret the story. 
Criteria:

· Typed, double-spaced, 12 point, maximum length of 2 pages
· Use of effective grammar & mechanics

· Begin with an interesting opening and finish with an effective closing

· Establish the setting through details

· Clearly express the significance of your chosen event

· Focus on one specific moment/memory (Ex.: not your entire first year of high school but your first hour)

· Use effective details and elaboration

· Include dialogue 

***  Please keep in mind, one other peer in your class will be reading your memoir so consider your subject matter closely.  If your significant moment is too personal, write about a different event from your life.

Assignment Timeline (Record these in your agenda!)
	Thursday, 9.17 /

Friday, 9.18


	Create personal timeline with 5 significant moments

	Monday, 9.21 /

Tuesday, 9.22
	Skills Focus (using “Shame”):

· Using effective diction

· Using effective details

	Wednesday, 9.23 /

Thursday, 9.24
	Skills Focus (using “Shame”):

· Sentence Structures

· Writing an effective opening paragraph

	Friday, 9.25 /

Monday, 9,28
	Skills Focus (using “Shame”):

· Syntax of sentences

· Writing and punctuating dialogue effectively

	Tuesday, 9.29 /

Wednesday, 9.30


	Identifying diction, details, syntax, dialogue, effective opening paragraph strategies in sample memoirs

	Thursday, 10.1 /

Friday, 10.2


	Discuss sample memoirs

Lab time to begin drafting memoirs

	Monday, 10.5 /

Tuesday, 10.6


	2 copies of typed memoir due in class for structured peer editing

	Wednesday, 10.7 / Thursday, 10.8


	FINAL MEMOIR DUE TO TURNITIN.COM BY THE BEGINNING OF CLASS!

Stamped draft and peer edit handout due in class.  


Step 1:  Listing Events

You will need to review your personal timeline and brainstorm list (that includes the phrases “I remember,” “I’d like to forget,” etc.) in your RAW to assist in this step.  Choose two moments from these activities.  Your choices should be ones that make a good story and disclose something significant about you.  Write your choices below:
*

*

Step 2:  Identifying the Significance of the Event:

Choose one of the two events above and state in 2-3 sentences why this event is significant to you.  In other words, how did the event change, impact, or affect you?  Before choosing your event, consider the following:

· As a fragment of my life story, does this event say anything important about me or my life?

· Will I able to communicate the significance the event holds in my life to the reader?

· Do I remember enough specific details of the scene and people to write well about the story?

Write a brief summary (2-3 sentences) about your chosen event here:

Step 3:  Recalling Specific Sensory Details:

Sensory details are the specific sights, sounds, and smells of the story you want to tell.  Complete the following steps to help you recall physical features in the scene and the precise sensory details of those features.

Listing important Features:  Pretend you are once again at the scene of the event.  Make a list of significant features or objects, not people, that you remember.  Don’t leave any object off your list, regardless of how small or insignificant the object may seem to be.  For instance, if you are planning to write about driving for the first time, you might list the weather, the details of the dashboard, your location, the way the car smelled, etc.
*







*

*







*

* 







*
Describing Important Features:  Choose at least two items from the list you just created and write on each one for several minutes. Try to remember and record specific sensory details:  size, shape, texture, color, smell, etc.  Do these objects remind you of anything else?  For example, were the windshield wipers squeaking like a tiny mouse?  Would you compare the object to something else?  Consider using figurative language here (similes, metaphors, etc)
Object #1:

Object #2:

Step 4:  Recalling Other People:  Rarely do we experience a significant event alone.  Whether contact is direct or indirect, people influence both the outcome of events and the way we experience and perceive those events.

Listing Significant People:  List all the people who played more than a casual role in the event.  Continue on your own paper if necessary.

*







*

*







*
Describing Significant People:  Choose two people from the list you just created who played a central role in the event.  You should select those who may help you clarify what this event taught you about yourself or about life in general.  Write about each person for several minutes, describing the person’s appearance and actions and stating his or her significance in the event.

Person #1:

Person #2:

Step 5:  Recreating Conversation:  In the space below, try to reconstruct a conversation or part of a conversation between two or more of the people involved.  Write the conversation as dialogue.  For example:

My mother screamed, “Kerri, there’s a car coming!  Get out of the street right now!”

“I see it, Mom, calm down!”  I yelled back, still searching for my softball that rolled underneath the neighbor’s SUV.

“Don’t you use that tone with me, young lady!” she retorted angrily.  The car that my mother was convinced was going to run me down turned into a neighbor’s driveway and I nonchalantly strolled back to the spot where my mother stood, all the while tossing my retrieved softball in the air.

Reminders regarding quotations:

· When you write dialogue, you should indent each new speaker’s line, as in the example above.
· For questions, follow this example:  “Did you call me?” I asked.  
or   
I wondered, “Do I have to go too?”
· To include the speaker in the middle of the quotation, follow this example:  “Anyone who believes him now,” said one congressman, “is a fool.”

Now recreate dialogue that was spoken during your significant moment in the space below.
	


