Details in Writing


A man walked into the building.  He looked around.  The room was dark.  It was hard to see.  Another man came in.  He walked to the window and looked out.  His steps made a noise.  The first man turned around.  He thought someone else was in the room.  He saw nothing.  His heart beat fast.

Now, let’s make some revisions.  Rewrite the paragraph in your RAW book.  You may make changes on this page first. 
1. Change the general noun, man, to a more specific noun.  (For example, hobo, robber, policeman).

2. Add an adjective to describe the noun you substituted for man.

3. Add one or two adjectives to describe the room the man entered.

4. Cross out the word, walked, and use an action verb that tells specifically how the man walked.

5. Combine any two sentences into a compound or complex sentence making sure it still makes sense.

6. Move one sentence to another place in the paragraph by encircling it and drawing an arrow to where you want it to go.  Know why you moved it!

7. Add a transitional word or phrase somewhere in the paragraph and be sure it makes sense.

8. Incorporate a simile or metaphor into the paragraph.  Underline it.

9. Use a direct quotation and punctuate it correctly.  (Have the man say something or think out loud.)

10. Change one sentence into a question.
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